[Effect of external electrical interference on pacemakers].
Cardiac pacemaker are sensitive to many kind of electromagnetic interference (EMI). However the low rate of reported effects is due to many protective features. Risks are minimal in everyday life conditions as airport detectors, electronic anti-thief systems, domestic electrical appliances and even mobile phones with the most recent models. Interference detection can be prevented by "medically correct" setting, with the use of bipolar sensing, and ventricular sensitivity above 2 mV. The effect of EMI from the industrial world are difficult to assess and need an individual study. The most important risks occur in the medical world, with the electrocutary, thransthoracic DC shocks, and magnetic resonance imaging.